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BOROUGH  AND  PORT  OF  BARRY  } 


Public  Health  Department 
Woodlands  Road 

Barry,  Glam. 

To  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors  of  the  Barry  Borough 
Council  (also  acting  as  the  Port  Health  Authority). 

Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  for  the  Borough  and  Port 
for  the  year  1953. 

The  Report  in  respect  of  the  Borough  (pages  4 to  42)  has 
been  prepared  on  the  lines  indicated  in  Circular  l / 54  (Wales) 
whilst  that  for  the  Port  complies  with  Circular  21/53  (Ministry 
of  Health)  (Form  Port  20). 

The  Port  Health  Section  is  to  be  found  from  page  43  onwards. 


BOROUGH  OF  BARRY 


Area  of  Borough:  4,265.6  acres. 

Rateable  Value:  At  12/3/53  — £250,540  (based  on  a total  of 

11,600  assessments). 

Ascertained  product  of  a Id.  Rate,  1953/54 — £1,017  16s.  9d. 

Population 

Registrar-General’s  estimated  Home  population  at 

Mid-Year,  1953  41,160 

This  estimate  has  been  used  for  the  statistics  shown  in  this 
Report. 

(NOTE— “ Home  Population  ” figure  includes  members  of  the 
Armed  Forces  stationed  in  the  area). 
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Sex^d  Age  Distribution  of  Civilian  Population 

The  latest  figures  published  by  the  Registrar-General  in  this 
connection  are  reproduced  below: — • 

BARRY  M.B.  (as  at  31st  December,  1947)  : — 


Males 

Females 

All  Ages 

18,281 

20,849 

0 — 4 years 

1,765 

1,677 

5—14 

2,819 

2,739 

15—17  .. 

809 

847 

18—19  .. 

216 

647 

20—24  ., 

1,084 

1,686 

25—34  .. 

2,667 

3,134 

35 — 44  .. 

2,640 

2,960 

45 — 54 

2,592 

2,873 

*55 — 64 

1,994 

2,123 

65 — 74 

1,159 

1,453 

1 5 — 84  ,, 

462 

596 

85  and  over 

74 

114 

*This  Group  is 

sub-divided  for 

Females  as 

follows  : 

55—59 

years  ... 

1,181 

60 — 64 

j?  • • • 

942 

Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics 

Area  Comparability  Factors.  These  factors  are  provided 
by  the  Registrar-General  in  respect  of  birth  and  death-rates  in 
order  to  make  approximate  allowance  for  the  way  in  which  local 
populations  differ  in  age  and  sex  distribution  from  England  and 
Wales  as  a whole. 

The  local  crude  rates  have  to  be  multiplied  by  the  area  factor 
before  they  are  comparable  with  the  crude  rate  for  England  and 
Wales,  or  with  the  corresponding  adjusted  rate  for  any  other  area. 

Comparability  Factors  for  Barry  for  1953 : 

Births  0.96 

Deaths  ...  1.03 


Live  birth-rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  Home  population:  — 

Crude  17.66 

Adjusted  by  A.C.F 1695 

Stillbirth-rate  per  1,000  total  (live  and  still)  births  26  77 


Death-rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  Home  population: 

Crude  

Adjusted  by  A.C.F. 


9.77 

10.06 
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Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes  ( ^ 

(Rates  per  1,000  total  (live  and  still)  births) 

Puerperal  Sepsis  ...  ...  ...  — 

Other  Puerperal  Causes  (one  death 

giving  a rate  of)  1.34 

Infant  Mortality 

Death-Rates  of  Infants  under  One  Year  of  Age 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births  ...  30.26 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  ...  28.86 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  ...  58.82 


Neo-Natal  Mortality 

Death-Rates  of  Infants  under  Four  Weeks  of  Age 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births 19.26 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  ...  17.32 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  ...  58.82 


The  statistics  set  out  above  have  been  calculated  from  the 
following  details  of  Births,  Stillbirths  and  Deaths,  which  have 


BIRTHS 


Live  Births  (Legitimate) 
Live  Births  (Illegitimate) 


Total 


STILLBIRTHS 


Stillbirths  (Legitimate) 
Stillbirths  (Illegitimate) 


Total 


DEATHS 


All  Ages  

Under  1 year  of  age  (included  above) 
Legitimate 
Illegitimate 

Linder  4 weeks  of  age — 

(included  in  the  “Under  1 year” 
Group  above) 

Legitimate  

Illegitimate 


transfers. 

Male 

Female 

Total 

366 

327 

693 

18 

16 

34 

384 

343 

727 

Male 

Female 

Total 

6 

13 

19 

1 

• — 

1 

— 

— 

— 

7 

13 

20 

— 

— 

— 

Male 

Female 

Total 

232 

170 

402 

14 

6 

20 

i 

1 

2 

7 

5 

12 

1 

1 

2 

6 


I>.+s 

Distribution  throughout  the  Borough 


Ward 

Cadoxton 

Castleland 

Court 

Dock 

High  Street 
Holton  . : . 
Park 


Number  of  Deaths 

67 

35 

47 

41 

55 

96 

61 


Total  402 


Vital  Statistics— Tables  I,  II  and  III 

Table  I (page  8)  sets  out  the  Vital  Statistics  for  the  District 
during  the  years  1949-1953. 

Table  II  (page  9)  shows  the  comparative  1953  Birth  Rates, 
Death  Rates  and  certain  Analyses  of  Mortality  in  respect  of 
England  and  Wales,  the  County  Boroughs  and  Great  Towns,  the 
Smaller  Towns,  the  Administrative  County  of  London  and  our 
own  District. 

In  Table  III  (page  10)  may  be  found  the  Vital  Statistics  1953 
—tor  the  Administrative  County  of  Glamorgan. 
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Table  III — Glamorgan  (Administrative  County) — Vital  Statistics,  1953 
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Table  IV— Causes  of  Death— Barry  M.B.,  1953 


Maternal  Welfare  i* 

Notification  of  Puerperal  Pyrexia 

Three  cases  were  notified  during  the  Year,  giving  a rate  of 
4.02  per  1,000  Total  (Live  and  Still)  Births. 

In  1952  four  cases  were  notified,  the  rate  of  incidence 
being  5.41. 

The  corresponding  rate  for  England  and  Wales  for  1953  was 
18.23,  and  for  the  160  Smaller  Towns  (Resident  Population 
25,000-50,000  at  1951  Census)  12.46. 

Deaths 

During  the  year,  one  death  was  reported  as  due  to 
“Pregnancy  and  Childbirth”  (Rate — 1.34  per  1,000  Total  (Live 
and  Still)  Births). 

The  Maternal  Mortality  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  for  1953 
was  0.76  per  1,000  Total  (Live  and  Still)  Births. 

Infant  and  Child  Mortality 

During  the  year  there  were  22  deaths  of  infants  under  one 
year  of  age  and  Table  V (page  13)  shows  the  various  causes. 

Of  the  22  infant  deaths,  20  occurred  in  hospital. 

A disturbing  fact  brought  out  in  Table  IV  (page  11)  is  that 
of  the  six  deaths  occurring  in  the  1-15  years  age  group,  four  were 
due  to  accidents  (2 — drowning  ; 1 — road  accident,  and  1 — 

accident  in  the  home). 

This  striking  ratio,  of  course,  points  to  the  reduction  in  deaths 
due  to  other  causes  rather  than  to  an  actual  increase  in  the 
number  of  accidents. 

However,  accidents  now  form  a hard  core  of  preventable 
deaths  in  this  important  age  group  and  intensified  efforts  are 
needed  to  reduce  the  accident  death-rate. 
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Neo-Natal  Mortality 

Of  the  22  deaths  of  children  under  the  age  of  on* 
Table  V),  14  occurred  during  the  first  month  of  li 
details  of  these  are  set  out  in  the  following  Table. 
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INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER  NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  — BARRY  M.B.,  1953 
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* 59  Admissions  of  cases  of  Tuberculosis  to  Sanatoria  during  the  Yeai. 
t The  13  other  Pneumonia  deaths  shown  in  Table  TV  (Page  11)  were 
due  to  Non-notifiable  Pneumonia. 


Infectious  and  Other  Notifiable  Diseases 

Table  VII  (page  15)  sets  out  details  of  cases  notified  during 
the  Year  and  shows  distribution  throughout  the  District. 

Comparative  notification  rates  for  England  and  Wales,  the 
Smaller  Towns,  and  Barry,  are  given  in  the  following  Table  (VIII). 


TABLE  VIII 

Notifiable  and  Other  Infectious  Diseases,  1953 


Disease 

• 

Notification 

Rate  per  1,000  Home  Population 

Barry 

England 

and 

Wales 

160  Smaller  Towns 
(Resident  Population 
25,000-50.000  at 
1951  Census) 

Typhoid  Fever  ... 

0.00 

0.00 

Paratyphoid  Fever 

— 

0.01 

0.01 

Meningococcal  Infection 

0.02 

0.03 

0.03 

Scarlet  Fever  

0.92 

1.39 

1.44 

Whooping  Cough 

1.04 

3.58 

3.38 

Diphtheria 

— 

0.01 

0.01 

Erysipelas 

0.22 

0.14 

0.13 

Smallpox  

— 

0.00 

0.00 

Measles  ... 

7.19 

12.36 

12.32 

Pneumonig 

0.58 

0.84 

0.76 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  (in- 

eluding  Polioencephalitis') 

Paralytic 

0.17 

0.07 

0.06 

Non-Paralvtic 

0.05 

0.04 

0.04 

Food  Poisoning 

2.92 

0.24 

0.24 

(a)  Tuberculosis 

Forty-four  new  cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  and  10 
Other  Forms  were  notified  during  the  Year,  as  compared  with 
52  and  1 1 respectively  for  1952. 

The  death-rate  from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  was  0.17  per 
1,000  population  as  compared  with  0.294  for  1952. 

The  death-rate  in  respect  of  Other  Forms  of  Tuberculosis 
was  0.024  per  1,000  population,  as  compared  with  0.025  for  1952. 
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Retails  of  cases  on  the  Register  were  as  follows: 


Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

* 1 

( 

nonan 

■Pulmc 

Total 

M 

F 

cd 

M 

F 

C3 

3 g 

h 

£ 

At  1st  January.  1953 

151 

148 

299 

37 

47 

84 

383 

At  31st  December,  1953 

158 

170 

328 

35 

54 

89 

417 

The  following  Table  shows  the  classification  of  new  cases  and 
deaths  during  1953,  according  to  age  groups  and  sex:  — 

TABLE  IX 


Age  Groups 

New  Cases 

Deaths 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pul- 

monary 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pul- 

monary 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

Under  1 Year 

1 







_ 



_ 

1 — 4 Years 

1 

1 

1 





— 





5—  9 Years 

1 

l 

— 



— 





10 — 14  Years 

1 

2 



1 









15 — 19  Years 

3 

3 

1 

2 



— 





20 — 24  Years 

2 

5 

1 

1 



1 





25—34  Years 

2 

7 

1 

— 





35—44  Years 

1 

2 

1 

— 

1 





45 — 64  Years 

9 

1 

— 

4 

1 



65  and  upwards  ... 

2 

— 

— 

2 

1 

— 

Totals  ... 

22 

22 

3 

7 

4 

3 

1 

— 

Note — • I he  details  of  deaths  given  in  the  above  Table  relate  to  the  total 
notified  cases  on  the  Register.  Of  the  cases  notified  during  195.3, 
i.e.,  54,  two  died  during  the  Year. 


The  Cardiff  Hospital  Management  Committee  maintains  a 
weekly  Chest  Clinic  in  Barry  and  statistics  for  the  Year  ended 
31st  December,  1953,  have  been  received  from  the  Chest  Phvsician 
(Dr.  S.  H.  Graham). 

Number  of  attendances  at  Clinic  ...  ...  3,697 

Number  of  new  patients  examined  ...  ...  903 
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The  findings  on  these  new  patients  have  been  analy 
follows : — 


> as 


Men 

Women 

Boys 

Girls 

Total 

Found  to  be  Tuberculous: 
Respiratory 

18 

15 

3 

4 

40 

Non-Pulmonarv 

2 

4 

1 

7 

Found  to  be 
Non-Tuberculous 

296 

255 

107 

98 

756 

Requiring  further 
observation  

41 

_ 

38 

14 

7 

100 

Totals  

357 

312 

124 

110 

» 

903 

B.C.G.  Vaccination 

In  the  1952  Report,  B.C.G.  Vaccination  of  six  Barry  residents 
was  recorded  for  the  first  time.  The  B.C.G.  Campaign  gathered 
strength  during  1953  when  21  children  from  this  Area  were  so 
vaccinated.  In  three  instances,  the  mother  of  the  children  was 
engaged  in  tuberculosis  nursing,  whilst  the  other  18  were  family 
contacts  of  notified  cases  of  tuberculosis. 


It  is  understood  that  the  Glamorgan  County  Council  intends, 
in  the  near  future,  to  extend  this  Service  to  certain  groups  of 
schoolchildren. 


As  immunity  to  tuberculosis  depends  on  the  size  of  the 
infecting  dose  and  the  resistance  of  the  recipient,  B.C.G. 
Vaccination  alone  cannot  guarantee  absolute  immunity  under  all 
conditions,  but  it  is  generally  held  to  be  a very  considerable 
addition  to  the  weapons  in  the  armoury  in  the  battle  against  this 
disease. 


( b ) Other  Notifiable  Diseases 

545  cases  were  notified  during  the  Year,  compared  with  581 
in  1952. 
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T^The  following  Table  shows  the  number  of  cases  notified  and 
those  removed  to  hospital  during  1952  and  1953. 


TABLE  X 


/ 

Number  Notified 

Number  removed 
to  Hospital 

1952 

1953 

1952 

1953 

Dysentery 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Encephalitis,  Acute  (Post- 
Infectious) 

1 

1 



Erysipelas 

15 

9 

— 

Food  Poisoning 

21 

120 

— 

1 

Malaria 

— 

2 

— 

— 

Measles  (excluding  Rubella) 

357 

296 

4 

4 

Meningococcal  Infection  ... 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Paratyphoid  Fever 

6 

— 

6 

— 

Pneumonia  ... 

26 

24 

— 

1 

Poliomyelitis:  Paralytic  ... 

3 

7 

3 

7 

Non-Paralytic 

2 

2 

2 

2 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  ... 

4 

3 

* 

t— 

Scarlet  Fever 

78 

38 

16 

18 

Whooping  Cough  ... 

67 

43 

2 

2 

Totals  

581 

545 

34 

* i 

*3  cases  of  Puerperal  Pyrexia  were  notified  from  hospital. 
f2  cases  of  Puerperal  Pyrexia  were  notified  from  hospital. 


Diphtheria 

No  case  was  notified  during  the  Year.  The  last  case  notified 
in  the  Area  was  in  February,  1947,  and  no  death  has  occurred 
for  the  last  eleven  years. 

The  following  details  of  Immunisation  during  the  Year  have 
been  kindly  supplied  by  the  S.E.  Divisional  Health  Office  of  the 
Glamorgan  County  Council:  — 

Number  of  children  immunised  during  1953  ...  349 

(Note — This  figure  does  not  include  children  who  re- 
ceived “ bolstering  ” injections.) 
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Immunisation  figures  for  the  years  1950-53,  together  fy'th 
related  births,  are  set  out  below: — ' 


Births 

Children  Immunised 

Percentage 

Year 

No. 

Year 

No. 

Immunised 

1949 

786 

1950 

496 

63.1 

1950 

705 

1951 

490 

69.5 

1951 

702 

1952 

432 

61.5 

1952 

717 

1953 

349 

48.7 

It  is  generally  felt  that  75  per  cent  is  the  minimum  safety 
rate  and  it  is  very  disturbing  to  find  that  present  figures  compare 
so  unfavourably. 

The  following  paragraphs  from  last  Year’s  Report  would 
well  bear  repeating. 

“.  . . If  diphtheria  is  to  be  kept  at  its  present  low  incidence, 
intensive  effort  will  be  necessary  to  achieve  a satisfactory  level  of 
immunisation.  Diphtheria  is  as  deadly  a disease  today  as  ever, 
and  it  is  of  vital  importance  that  the  general  public,  particularly 
the  parents  of  young  children,  should  fully  realise  this  fact  and 
appreciate  that  safety  for  their  children  lies  in  immunisation. 

“ This  Service  is  available  free  both  through  the  Clinics  of 
the  Glamorgan  County  Council  and  the  General  Practitioner 
Service  . . .” 

Poliomyelitis 

Of  the  seven  patients  reported  as  suffering  from  paralytic 
poliomyelitis,  two  made  complete  recoveries.  Of  the  others,  three 
had  some  residual  paralysis,  one  was  a visitor  whose  further 
progress  is  not  known,  whilst  the  remaining  patient  was  still  in 
hospital  at  the  end  of  the  Year. 

The  two  cases  of  non-paralytic  poliomyelitis  made  complete 
recoveries. 

The  nine  notifications  received  in  1953  constitute  the  highest 
annual  number  yet  recorded  in  Barry,  but  it  will  be  appreciated 
that  no  statistical  evidence  can  be  obtained  from  these  local 
figures. 

The  cases  reported  were  investigated  thoroughly  but  all 
were  apparently  isolated  instances  of  the  disease  as  no  connecting 
link  could  be  traced. 
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Th^ublic  Health  (Infectious  Diseases)  Regulations,  1953 

These  Regulations,  which  became  operative  on  the  1st  April, 
1953,  give  new  powers  to  local  authorities  through  their  Medical 
Officers  of  Health. 

“ Typhoid  fever,  paratyphoid  fever  or  other  salmonella 
infections,  dysentery  and  staphylococcal  infection  likely  to  cause 
food  poisoning  ” are  the  conditions  to  which  the  Regulations 
apply.  Action  may  now  be  taken  not  only  in  respect  of  sufferers 
from  but  also  carriers  of  the  causative  organisms.  A person  in 
either  category  may  be  prevented  not  only  from  continuing  to 
work  in  an  occupation  connected  with  food  and  drink,  but  also 
from  entering  such  an  occupation. 

Local  authorities  are  also  empowered  to  authorise  their 
Medical  Officers  of  Health  to  take  immediate  prescribed  action 
in  any  particular  case  without  prior  sanction.  During  the  Year, 
the  Corporation  resolved  that  such  authorisation  be  granted. 

It  was  not  necessary  to  take  action  under  these  Regulations 
during  1953. 

Food  Poisoning  Outbreaks — 1953 

(a)  Total  number  of  outbreaks  3 

( b ) Number  of  cases  ' 120 

(c)  Number  of  deaths  Nil 

(</)  Details  of  foods,  organisms  or  other  agents  responsible — 

(i)  Outbreak  No.  1 (118  cases) 

Food  Causing  Outbreak — School  milk. 

Agent  Causing  Outbreak — Salmonella  typhimurium. 

Severity  of  Illness— Variable.  Fairly  severe  in  10  cases. 
Mild  in  60  cases.  Sub-clinical  in  48  cases. 

Remarks — This  was  an  explosive  outbreak  and  occurred 
in  a school  which  obtained  its  milk  from  a farm 
outside  the  Barry  area.  The  Principal  School 
Medical  Officer  was  informed  and  also  the  Medical 
Officer  of  the  District  in  which  farm  concerned  was 
situate.  The  milk  supply  to  the  school  was 
immediately  changed.  The  whole  outbreak  was  very 
carefully  studied  and  a full  report  (a  reprint  from  the 
Journal  of  Hygiene,  Volume  52)  is  to  be  found  on 
page  39. 
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(ii) 


Outbreak  No.  2 (1  case) 

Food  Causing  Outbreak — Not  known.  Only  hoAie- 
prepared  foods  consumed. 

Agent  Causing  Outbreak — Not  known. 

Severity  of  Illness — Mild. 


Remarks— The  patient  had  a mild  gastro-intestinal 
illness  lasting  for  three  days.  Source  of  infection 
was  probably  in  the  home  although  no  adverse 
features  were  found  in  the  methods  of  food 
handling.  No  specific  article  of  food  could  be 
incriminated. 


(iii)  Outbreak  No.  3 (1  case) 

Food  Causing  Outbreak — Not  known. 

Agent  Causing  Outbreak — Salmonella  typhimurium. 

Severity  of  Illness— Mild. 

Remarks — Food  consumed  not  known  but  was  probably 
at  home.  Six  people  at  risk  in  this  household. 
None  of  others  complained  of  gastro-intestinal 
symptoms,  nor  did  faecal  investigations  reveal  any 
any  infection  in  the  contacts.  The  general 
conditions  in  the  home  were  not  of  a high  standard 
and  the  housewife  was  advised  on  clean  methods 
of  food  handling. 


Vaccination  against  Smallpox 

All  vaccinations  in  the  Area  are  undertaken  by  the  General 
Practitioners  for  the  Glamorgan  County  Council. 

During  the  period  under  review,  387  vaccination  notifications, 
in  respect  of  Barry,  were  received  by  the  S.E.  Divisional  Health 
Office,  Glamorgan  County  Council. 

It  is  pleasing  to  note  that  the  number  of  notifications  shows 
a rise  when  compared  with  those  of  the  previous  year  (270)  but, 
as  will  be  seen  from  the  following  figures,  the  vaccinal  rate  still 
cannot  be  considered  satisfactory. 


Year 

No.  of  recorded 
Vaccinations 

No.  of 
Births 

1950 

349 

705 

1951 

597 

702 

1952 

270 

717 

1953 

387 

727 
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PuK^  Health  (Prevention  of  Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1925 

1 * was  not  necessary  to  take  action  under  these  Regulations, 
relating  to  tuberculous  employees  in  the  milk  trade. 


Public  Health  Act,  1936  (Section  172) 

No  action  was  taken  under  this  Section,  which  empowers  the 
Council  to  apply  for  an  Order  for  the  removal  to  Hospital  of 
infectious  persons  suffering  from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis. 

Laboratory  Service 

Bacteriological  examinations  were  carried  out  by  the  Public 
Health  Laboratory  Service  (directed  by  the  Medical  Research 
Council  for  the  Ministry  of  Health),  Thg  Parade,  Cardiff. 

National  Assistance  Act,  1948 

Section  47  (Removal  of  Persons  in  Need  of  Care  and 
Attention) 

It  was  not  found  necessary  to  take  formal  action  during  the 
Year. 


Section  50  (Burial  of  the  Dead) 

During  the  Year,  the  Department  was  called  upon,  in  three 
instances,  to  take  action  under  this  Section. 

In  one  of  these  cases,  full  costs  were  recovered.  In  the 
others,  partial  recoveries  were  made. 


Deprived  Children 

The^  following  information  has  been  obtained  from  the 
Children’s  Officer  (Miss  Beti  Jones),  Glamorgan  County  Council. 

During  1953,  27  children  from  Barry  were  admitted  to  the 
care  of  the  County  Council  in  their  various  Homes,  etc.  The 
reasons  for  these  admissions  were  as  follows : — 


Reasons  Boys  Girls 

Abandoned  or  lost 1 3 

Infirmity  of  parent  or  guardian 8 8 

Housing  difficulties  1 4 

Removed  on  Magistrates’  Order 2 


Total  ...  10  17 


Of  these  children,  6 boys  and  10  girls  remained  in  care  at 
the  end  of  the  Year. 

r,:i  ,°th?r  A^ereSting,  ?nfPrmati°n  was  also  forwarded  by  the 

Li5nSr0ffiiCe'  a”d  lt:  ls  PIeasln§  to  note  that  of  the  34  boys 
and  49  girls  admitted  to  care  during  the  years  1949-52,  all  except 

relatives^  ? g'F  S haVC  S'nCe  been  returned  to  their  parents  or 
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There  are  10  children  (2  boys  and  8 girls)  boarded  in 
Barry  and  10  Barry  children  (7  boys  and  3 girls)  aw®  in 
Approved  Schools. 

Old  People’s  Welfare 

The  Director  of  Welfare  Services  (Mr.  J.  Howard  Bargh)  of 
the  Glamorgan  County  Council  has  kindly  provided  the  following 
details  of  Barry  people  accommodated  in  County  Hostels. 

Men  Women 

Total  accommodated  23  26 

Of  these,  the  cases  admitted  into  Hostel 

Accommodation  during  1953  ...  2 7 

The  latter  half  of  the  Year  saw  the  inital  efforts  of  the 
Corporation  to  establish  a Local  Voluntary  Committee  for  the 
Welfare  of  Old  People.  All  Organisations  in  the  Town  thought 
to  be  interested  in  the  project  were  invited  to  become  members 
and  a Voluntary  Committee  was  set  up  under  the  direction  of 
the  Chairman  of  the  Health  Committee. 

The  long-term  policy  of  this  Committee  is  mainly 
concentrated  on  the  visiting  of  lonely  old  people  in  their  homes 
and  a central  register  of  all  such  people  in  the  Area  is  maintained 
at  the  Health  Department. 

The  Council  accepted  the  suggestions  contained  in  the  report 
quoted  below — 

c c 

(a)  The  establishment  of  a ‘ reservoir  ’ of  voluntary  helpers 
from  local  Associations. 

(b)  The  obtaining  of  names  and  addresses  of  any  old  people 
at  home  who  appear  to  be  lonely  or  deprived  of  all  or 
any  normal  comforts. 

(c)  As  the  names  and  addresses  come  to  hand,  so  initial 
home  visits  could  be  made  by  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  to  assess  the  need  and  best  type  of  approach. 

(d)  Co-operation  where  necessary  between  the  Medical 
Officer  and  a local  Association  and  an  effort  made  to 
establish  close  relationship  between  one  voluntary  visitor 
and  the  individual  old  person,  e.g.,  regular  home  visiting, 
conversations,  shopping,  tea  making,  etc.  Any  change 
of  circumstances  could  then  be  reported  through  the 
visitor’s  own  Association  or  direct  to  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  in  an  emergency,  ft  is  felt  that  this  close 
relationship  is  important  as,  in  view  of  the  independence 
of  most  old  people,  a succession  of  strangers  knocking  at 
the  door  would  be  strongly  resented,  whereas  a regular 
visitor  could  almost  form  a family  relationship  with  the 
pensioner  and  would  then  be  greatly  welcomed. 
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1 ffc)  The  day-to-day  organisation  of  visiting,  etc.,  to  be 
directed  by  the  visitor’s  Association  but  requests  for 
assistance  from  public  bodies  (Hospital  Board,  Assist- 
ance Board,  County  Council)  to  be  channelled  through 
the  Medical  Officer  of  Health.  . . .” 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  IN  THE  AREA 

Water 

The  whole  of  the  area  of  the  Corporation  is  supplied  with 
water  from  Taf  Fechan.  Details  of  distribution  services  were 
given  in  the  1951  Report. 

During  1953,  the  construction  of  a new  4-million  gallon 
Service  Reservoir  was  continued. 

10,325  dwellings  are  supplied  with  water  from  public  mains 
direct  to  the  houses  and  approximately  130  premises  (including 
squatters’  huts  and  temporary  bungalows)  are  supplied  from 
standpipes  or  communal  taps.  A few  occupiers  of  temporary 
bungalows  obtain  water  from  wells. 

Samples  of  water  were  regularly  taken  during  the  Year  with 
uniformly  satisfactory  results.  The  following  are  typical  reports. 


CHEMICAL  ANALYSIS 


Date  of  Analysis 
Appearance  in  two-foot  tube 
Colour  (Burgess  Scale)  Units 
Reaction  pH 


14/4/53  - 17/4/53 
Pale  green,  clear 
30 
7.2 


Total  Hardness — • 

(a)  Temporary 

( b ) Permanent 
Chlorides  expressed  as  Cl.  . 

Nitrates  expressed  as  N. 

Nitrites  expressed  as  N. 

Free  Ammonia 
Albuminoid  Ammonia 
Oxygen  absorbed  in  4 hours  at  80  degrees 

F.  from  Permanganate 
Poisonous  Metals 
Volume  of  Sediment  ... 

Microscopical  Examination  ol  the  Sediment 


Residual  Chlorine  in  parts  per  million 
Remarks  


-a 

c 

03 

(/) 

3 

o 

.c 

•*-* 

-o 

u 

t- 

■o 

E 

3 

XI 


3.8 


1.1 

Practically  Nil 
Nil 
0.0008 
0.0044 


0.094 

Nil 

0.2 

Small  amount,  amor- 
phous debris,  diatoms, 
filaments,  protozoa. 

Taste  and  smell — normal. 
Nil 

A soft  neutral  water. 
The  chemical  and 
physical  characters  are 
satisfactory. 


Date  of  Analysis  BACTERI°LOGICAI.  ANALYSIS 

Probable  number  of  coliform  bacilli 

Probable  number  of  faecal  coli 

Remarks  


16/4/53 
0 per  100  ml. 
0 per  100  ml. 
Satisfactory 
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Rivers  and  Streams  " 

There  are  no  rivers  or  streams  of  any  size  in  the  area. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage 

There  are  two  main  sea  outfall  systems  of  sewage  disposal 
in  the  area,  one  situated  at  Cold  Knap  in  the  western  end,  and 
the  other  at  Bendrick  Rocks  in  the  eastern  end  of  the  town. 

Three  small  disposal  works  operate  in  the  west  end  of  the 
district,  but,  apart  from  the  properties  served  by  these  installations 
and  a few  farmsteads  and  outlying  houses,  all  other  premises  are 
connected  with  the  public  sewer. 

Sunshine  Record 

The  following  are  details  of  the  monthly  recorded  sun  hours 
during  the  Year,  together  with  the  comparative  figures  for  1952: 


1953 

1952 

January 

42.3 

87.2 

February 

68.0 

87.7 

March 

112.8 

88.1 

April 

174.3 

171.9 

May 

222.9 

198.1 

June  

170.3 

219.1 

J uly  

220.1 

198.0 

August 

220.3 

176.2 

September 

133.5 

137.9 

October 

103.9 

92.2 

November 

46.8 

63.2 

December 

36.6 

67.0 

Total 

1,551.8  hours 

1,586.6 

hours 

Monthly  Average  ... 

129.3  hours 

132.2 

hours 

Daily  Average  for  the  year 

4.25  hours 

4.33 

hours 

Rainfall  Record 

The  following  are  details  of  the  monthly  rainfall  recordings 

during  the  past  two  years : 

1953 

1952 

Januarv 

0.56  ins. 

2.36  ins. 

February 

1.42  „ 

1.00  .. 

March 

0.92  „ 

2.72  „ 

April 

3.13  „ 

2.33  ,. 

May 

2.56  „ 

3.62  .. 

June 

1.44  „ 

1.51  „ 

July 

3.50 

1.28  .. 

August 

5.0  „ 

5.40  „ 

September 

2.25  „ 

3.63  „ 

October 

2.20  „ 

5.oo  „ 

November 

3.28  „ 

3.77  „ 

December 

1.63  „ 

2.45  j* 

Total 

27.89  ins. 

35.90  ins. 

Monthly  Average 

2.32  ins. 

2.99  ins. 
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,SJ  #hiarv  of  the  Sanitary  Work  (other  than 

during  the  year  1953 

Type  of  Property 

Seamen's  Lodging  Houses  

Factories 

(a)  Mechanical 

( b ) Non-mechanical 
Boot  Repairers’  Premises 

(a)  Mechanical 

(b)  Non-mechanical 
Bakehouses 

(a)  Mechanical 

(b)  Non-mechanical 
Fish  Friers’  Premises 
Butchers’  Premises 

(a)  Manufacturers 

(b)  Non-manufacturers 
Other  premises  at  which  Cooked  Meats,  etc. 

are  prepared 
Grocers’  Premises 
Confectionery  Shops 
Green-grocers’  Premises 
Dairies  and  Milkshops 
Cafes,  Snack  Bars  ... 

Premises  at  which  Ice-Cream  is  tnanu 
factured/sold 

Premises  at  which  Petroleum  is  stored 


Housing)  Carried  Out 


No.  on 
Register 
17 

94 

68 

19 

10 

21 

4 

25 

28 

16 

17 

202 

76 

93 

80 

102 

241 

47 


No.  of 
Inspections 
113 

201 

109 

56 

73 

160 

24 

135 

89 

111 

19 

606 

198 

271 

265 

288 

697 

63 


Premises  and  Occupations  Controlled  by  Byelaws  or  Regulations 

Particulars  of  inspecPons  made  to  premises  controlled  by 
Bye  aws  and  Regulations  are  detailed  in  the  summary  of  sanitary 
work  carried  out  during  the  Year. 

Seamen’s  Lodging  Houses 

There  are  17  seamen’s  lodging  houses  in  the  district,  registered 
to  accommodate  144  seamen.  The  houses  are  well  kept  and 
regulated,  and  are  subject  to  constant  supervision. 

Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds 

The  limited  number  of  temporary  structures  in  the  District 
have  been  in  existence  for  a number  of  years  more  than  was 
originally  intended  and  most  are  showing  signs  of  deterioration. 
The  more  necessitous  cases  are  re-housed  by  the  Corporation 
under  a separate  allocation,  and  six  families  have  been  so 
re-housed  during  the  Year.  The  vacated  structures  were 
demolished  in  every  instance. 

Factories 

The  factories  in  the  district  have  been  systematically  inspected 
and  the  details  are  set  out  in  the  following  table. 
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I. — Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  Health  (incli#$  ig 
inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors) 

(Factories  Act,  1937) 


Number 

NUMBER  OF 

PREMISES 

on 

Register 

Inspec- 

tions 

Written 

notices 

Occupiers 

prosecuted 

Factories  in  which  Sections 
1,  2,  3,  4 and  6 are  to 
be  enforced  by  Local 
Authorities  

82 

206 

2 

Factories  not  included 
above  in  which  Section 
7 is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority  

128 

402 

3 

Other  Premises  in  which 
Section  7 is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority 
(excluding  out  . workers' 
premises)  

6 

15 

TOTAL  

216 

623 

5 

— 

2. — Cases  in  which  DEFECTS  were  found 


Number  of  cases  in  which  defects 
were  found 

. 1 

No.  of 
cases  in 

Particulars 

Found 

Remedied 

Referred 
To  H.M. 
Inspector 

Referred 
By  H.M. 
Inspector 

which 

prosecutions 

were 

instituted 

Want  of  cleanliness 
(S.l.) 

2 

2 

- 

Overcrowding  (S.2)  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable  Temper- 
ature (S.3)  

_ 

_ 

- 



: Inadequate  Ventilation 
(S.4)  









— 

Ineffective  drainage  of 
Floors  (S.6) 







— 

— 

Sanitary  Conveniences 
(S.7) 

(ft)  Insufficient 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  de- 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

fective 

(c)  Not  separate  for 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

sexes 

Other  offences  against 
the  Act  (not  including 
offences  relating  to 
Outwork) 

1 

1 • 

Total  

5 

5 

— 
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' ^Outwork — During  the  Year,  one  outworker  was  notified  as 
residing  in  this  district. 


Housing 

(a)  Clearance  and  Improvement  Areas  — Barry  is  a 
comparatively  new  town  and  it  has  not  been  found  necessary  to 
schedule  any  areas  for  “ Clearance  ” or  “ Improvement.” 

(b)  Demolitions — Seven  properties  (including  six  tem- 
porary structures)  were  demolished  during  the  Year. 

Housing  Repairs 

The  high  cost  of  labour  and  materials  continues  to  make 
the  task  of  enforcing  housing  repairs,  especially  in  the  case  of 
lower-rented  properties,  a most  difficult  one  to  deal  with. 

Constant  efforts  to  improve  the  condition  of  the  older 
properties  have  resulted  in  a fairly  substantial  reduction  in  the 
total  of  outstanding  notices  although  it  has  been  found  necessary 
to  resort  to  formal  action  in  some  stubborn  cases. 


Housing — General 

Number  of  inhabited  premises  at  31/3/53:  — 


Houses  9,710 

Houses/Shops  415 

Prefabricated  Bungalows  ...  ...  100 

Aluminium  Bungalows  ...  ...  100 

Squatters’  Hutments  74 


Total  10,399 


Number  of  houses  completed  during  the  year:  — 
Council  ...  ...  ...  ...  . ..  414 

Private  55 


Total  459 


Number  of  houses  under  construction  at  end  of  Year : 

Council  ...  ...  95 

Private  53 


Total  159 


Total  nurnbcr  of  Council  Houses  at  31st  December,  1953  2 442 

(This  figure  includes  100  Prefabricated  Bungalows  and  ’ 

100  Aluminium  Bungalows) 
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Housing — Council  Houses  $ t 

During  the  Year  under  review,  the  following  applicants  were 
re-housed  under  the  various  sections  of  the  Council’s  Letting 
Scheme : — 


General  List  400 

Special  Health  List  36 

Pensioners’  List  8 

R.A.F.  List  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Sub-Standard  Accommodation  List  ...  7 


Total  452 


In  addition,  68  transfers  and  exchanges  were  arranged. 

Up  to  the  end  of  1953,  1,467  applicants  in  all  categories  had 
been  re-housed  since  the  War. 


House  Letting  Scheme 

The  Scheme  generally  is  administered  by  the  Borough 
Treasurer  but  certain  aspects  of  it  affect  the  Department  and 
these  are  discussed  in  the  following  paragraphs. 


General  List 

All  applications  for  admission  to  this  List  are  considered  for 
the  award  of  points  on  the  grounds  of  “ Insanitary  Conditions  and 
Absence  of  Normal  Health  Requirements.”  During  the  Year,  the 
Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  made  627  inspections  for  this  purpose 
and  details  of  sanitary  marks  resulting  were  forwarded  to  the 
Borough  Treasurer’s  Department. 


Special  Health  List 

As  far  as  the  General  List  is  concerned,  no  points  are 
awarded  on  the  grounds  of  ill-health.  However,  anyone  who  has 
made  application  for  a Council  house  can  submit  a medical 
certificate  in  support  thereof.  These  are  considered  by  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  and,  where  deemed  necessary,  recommendations 
for  re-housing  on  medical  grounds  are  submitted  to  the 
Corporation.  Lettings  from  the  Special  Health  List  are  on  a 
proportionate  basis  with  other  Lists  and,  during  the  Year,  36 
cases  were  so  dealt  with. 
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' #The  Special  Health  List  has  made  it  possible  to  deal  fairly 
comprehensively  with  conditions  which  through  overcrowding 
might  cause  danger  to  public  health.  Some  small  relief  has  also 
been  afforded  to  applicants  whose  severe  physical  disabilities 
have  made  essential  the  provision  of  ground  floor  accommodation. 

From  the  Scheme’s  inception  to  the  end  of  the  Year,  in  all, 
106  applicants  had  been  re-housed  on  this  List,  the  medical 
conditions  involved  being  as  follows:  — 

Tuberculosis  ...  •••  •••  •••  69 

Other  Conditions  ...  ...  ...  ...  37 

Sub-Standard  Accommodation 

Seven  families  were  re-housed  during  the  Year  from 
properties  which  it  was  found  necessary  to  demolish. 

Old  Age  Pensioners’  List 

During  the  Year,  the  points  system  introduced  in  1952  was 
continued  and  eight  cases  were  dealt  with.  The  demand  for  Old 
Age  Pensioner  accommodation  far  exceeds  supply  and  there  are 
over  200  applicants  on  the  Waiting  List.  Many  of  these  are 
living  under  conditions  which  have  an  adverse  effect  on  their 
health.  The  Corporation  is  very  much  aware  of  the  need  for 
an  increased  provision  of  suitable  accommodation  and  steps  are 
being  taken  to  improve  the  position. 

Hutments:  Ex-Military  Camps 

During  the  Year,  occupied  hutments  were  reduced  to  45  in 
accordance  with  the  policy  set  out  in  the  following  extract  from 
a Resolution  of  the  Housing  Management  Committee  approved 
by  the  Corporation  in  November,  1952:  — 

. . . That  as  a matter  of  policy,  this  Committee 
agree  that  the  whole  of  the  huts  be  demolished  within  a 
period  of  three  years  from  the  31st  December,  1952  . . .” 

Housing — Nursing  Staff,  Sully  Hospital 

During  the  Year,  six  houses  were  provided  for  newly 
recruited  trained  male  nursing  staff  at  Sully  Hospital. 

The  provision  of  this  accommodation  has  significantly 
improved  the  staffing  position  at  this  important  hospital  which 
lies  within  the  Borough  boundary. 

Drains 

During  the  Year,  75  drains  were  tested  upon  complaint  or 
after  repairs  had  been  carried  out.  It  has  been  pointed  out  in 
previous  reports  that  all  drains  are  subject  to  inspection  before 
bemg  closed  in. 
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Rodent  Control 


•< 

Rodent  Control  has  been  exercised  in  this  area  since  the  Rats 
and  Mice  Destruction  Act,  1919,  and  the  Corporation  have  had 
a rodent  orperator  in  their  service  since  the  Act  came  into 
operation.  Complaints  received  are  immediately  investigated  and 
the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries’  methods  of  destruction 
are  followed.  During  the  Year,  189  premises  were  treated,  viz., 
105  private  dwelling  houses,  55  business  premises,  and  29  Local 
Authority  properties.  Follow-up  visits  were  made  in  every 
instance. 

Sewers  are  periodically  pre-baited  by  employees  of  the 
Borough  Engineer’s  Department,  and  the  results  indicate  the  value 
of  the  work  done.  Close  co-operation  exists  between  the  Ministry 
and  the  Corporation  in  dealing  with  rodent  control. 


Public  Cleansing 

The  semi-weekly  removal  of  house  refuse  and  the  daily  removal 
of  trade  refuse  is  carried  out  by  means  of  mechanical  transport. 
Salvage  work  has  been  maintained  in  conjunction  with  public 
cileansing1. 

The  Corporation  maintains  a Refuse  Destructor  and  also 
undertakes  controlled  tipping. 

The  following  figures  have  been  kindly  supplied  by  the 
Borough  Engineer:  — 

Tons  Cwts. 

Weight  disposed  at  Refuse  Destructor  ...  ...  7,518  17 

Estimated  Weight  disposed  at  Tip  by  Council  ...  6,494  — 

Estimated  Weight  disposed  at  Tip  by  other  vehicles  599  — 

Total  14,611  17 


In  addition  to  house  and  trade  refuse,  other  materials  were 
disposed  of  at  the  Tip  and  the  following  estimated  weights  have 
been  provided  by  the  Bourough  Engineer:  — 

Tons  Cwts. 


By  Council  vehicles 
By  other  vehicles 


6,745  10 

8,372  — 


Total 


15,117  10 


(Period  1/1/53  to  27/12/53.) 
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Bj^Bugs 

Several  complaints  were  received  during  the  Year  and 
investigations  made  in  each  case.  Infestation  in  Corporation 
houses  is  dealt  with  by  our  own  employees  and  in  privately-owned 
houses  by  the  occupants.  Instructions  are  given  as  to  the  methods 
to  be  employed  and  insecticides  provided  at  the  expense  of  the 
Corporation. 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 

Milk  Supply 

Bacteriological  Examination 

Sixty-two  samples  of  milk  were  taking  during  the  Year  and 
all  but  four  were  reported  satisfactory.  Follow-up  samples  were 
taken  in  these  four  cases  until  satisfactory  results  were  obtained. 

Examination  for  Tubercle  Bacilli 

Sixteen  of  the  samples  referred  to  in  the  preceding  paragraph 
were  submitted  for  investigation  and  in  no  instance  was  the 
presence  of  tubercle  bacilli  reported. 


The  Milk  (Special  Designation)  (Pasteurised  and  Sterilised  Milk) 
Regulations,  1949  and  1950,  and  The  MUk  (Special  Designation) 
(Raw  Milk)  Regulations,  1949  and  1950 

Licences  were  isued  under  the  above  Regulations  to  dealers 
selling  “ Pasteurised,”  “ Sterilised  ” and  “ Tuberculin  Tested  ” 
Milks. 

There  are  no  pasteurising  or  sterilising  plants  within  the 
Borough. 

The  Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations,  1949 

Regular  *n?Pect!ons  have  been  made  of  the  premises  covered 
y the  Regulations  and,  generally  speaking,  these  were  found  to 
be  kept  in  satisfactory  condition. 


Ice-Cream 

Strict  supervision  of  all  premises  manufacturing  and  retailing 
ice-cream  was  exercised  throughout  the  Year,  and  5?  samnles 
were  taken.  Follow-up  samples  were  taken  in  every  case  where 
unsatisfactory  results  were  originally  obtained. 

The  samples  were  submitted  to  the  Methylene  Blue  Test 
grading2  ofe^ce-cream°rd  ^ **  ^ 
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The  samples  were  graded  as  follows : — 
Grade  1 

„ 2 

3 

„ 4 

No  results  owing  to  unsatisfactory  tem- 
perature at  the  Laboratory 


30 

4 

6 

2 

10 


Total  52 


Meat  Inspection  (Public  Abattoir) 

The  whole  of  the  meat  inspection  in  the  Public  Abattoir  is 
■carried  out  by  your  Meat  Inspectors  and  the  results  of  the 
inspections  are  indicated  in  the  following  Table. 

Carcases  Inspected  and  Condemned 


Cattle 

excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed  

2,155 

‘504 

713 

17,045 

2.308 

Number  inspected 

■2,155 

504 

713 

17,045 

2,308 

All  Diseases  Except 
T uberculosis: 
Whole  carcases  con- 
demned   

1 

3 

5 

32 

10 

Carcases  of  which  some 
i part  or  organ  was 
condemned  

1,231 

‘213 

5 

2.978 

165 

Percentage  of  the  num- 
ber inspected  affected 
with  disease  other  than 
Tuberculosis  

57.17 

42.86 

1.40 

17.66 

7.58 

Tuberculosis  only: 
Whole  carcases  con- 
demned   

10 

9 

3 



3 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was 
condemned  

■200 

92 

1 

— 

99 

Pecentage  of  the  num- 
ber inspected  affected 
with  tuberculosis 

9.75 

20.04 

0.56 

— 

4.42 

34 


Me^Inspection  (Shops) 

W,225\  lbs.  of  Meat  were  condemned  in  Butchers’  Shops.  The 
greater  portion  of  this  meat  was  found  to  be  affected  with  internal 
decomposition. 

Food  Inspection 

Food  inspections  were  regularly  carried  out  and  during  the 
Years,  6,48 1 ^ lbs.  of  various  foods  were  found  to  be  unfit  for 
human  consumption.  All  these  condemned  foodstuffs  were 
destroyed  at  the  Corporation’s  Refuse  Destructor. 

Food  and  Drugs  Acts,  1938-1950 

Details  of  samples  taken  by  the  County  Sanitary  Inspector 
in  the  Barry  Area  during  1953  have  been  kindly  provided  by  the 


County  Medical  Officer  (Dr.  W 


Milk  15 

Butter  ...  ...  ...  6 

Sauce  ...  ...  ...  2 

Sage  and  Onion  Stuffing  2 

Vinegar  ...  6 

Custard  Powder  ...  2 

Cake  & Pudding  Mixture  1 

Meat  Paste  ...  ...  3 

Table  Jelly  ...  ...  14 

Semolina ...  1 

Pearl  Barley  ...  ...  1 

Curry  Powder  ...  ...  2 

Cake  Mixture  ...  ...  6 

Marmalade  2 

Condensed  Milk  ...  3 

Coffee  and  Chicory  ...  1 

Coffee  Flavoured 

Beverage  1 

Dessicated  Coconut  ...  2 

Pudding  Mixture  ...  3 

Sultanas  ...  ...  ...  2 

Baking  Powder  ...  ...  6 

Jam  ...  ...  ...  5 

Cornflour  ...  ...  l 

Tea  3 

Sponge  Mixture 10 

Sago  1 

Canned  Prunes  ...  ...  2 

Canned  Beans  1 

Coconut  Flour  ...  ...  1 

Sausage  in  Spaghetti  ...  1 

Canned  Apples 2 


E.  Thomas). 

Self  Raising  Flour  ...  3 

Salad  Cream  ...  ...  2 

Cooking  Fat  ...  ...  2 

Mixed  Cut  Peel 1 

Canned  Fish  ...  ...  1 

Blancmange  Powder  ...  2 

Dessert  Powder 1 

Scone  Mixture  ...  ...  1 

Tee-Cream  ...  ...  4 

Canned  Sterilised  Cream  1 

Shredded  Beef  Suet  ...  2 

Parsley  & Thyme  Stuffing  I 

Zinc  Ointment  ...  ...  1 

Olive  Oil  ...  ...  2 

Arachis  Oil  ...  ...  ] 

Halibut  Liver  Oil 

Capsules  2 

Lemon  Curd  1 

Lard  l 

M'ncemeat  ...  ...  3 

Castor  Oil  ...  ...  1 

Aspirin  ...  ...  ...  1 

Gravy  Browning  ...  l 

Grape  Nuts  " I 

Currants j 

Raisins  ...  ...  ...  j 

Brown  Sugar  ...  ] 

Dried  Extract  of  Coffee  1 

Creamola  Rice ] 

Fish  Paste  ...  ] 

Tomato  Sauce  ...  1 

Total  7l51 
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One  sample  of  Ice-Cream  was  found  on  analysis  t^  be 
deficient  in  fat  to  the  extent  of  not  less  than  17  per  W;nt. 
Proceedings  were  taken  against  the  Vendor,  resulting  in  a fine 
of  £5  plus  15/-  Analyst’s  Fee. 

Towards  the  end  of  1952,  intimation  was  received  that, 
subject  to  certain  provisos,  the  Barry  Corporation  would 
automatically,  on  the  final  publication  of  the  1951  Census  figures, 
become  the  Food  and  Drugs  Authority  for  the  Borough. 

During  1953,  negotiations  were  entered  into  with  the  County 
Council  for  the  transfer  of  these  functions  on  a date  in  the 
future  convenient  to  both  parties  and,  as  a preliminary  to  such 
an  eventuality,  the  Council  minuted  the  following  Resolution:  — 

“.  . . that  on  the  Corporation  becoming  the  Food  and 
Drugs  Act  Authority  for  the  Borough,  Mr.  D.  Evans 
Jones,  10,  The  Parade,  Cardiff,  Public  Analyst  to  the 
Cardiff  and  County  Joint  Committee,  be  nominated  to 
act  as  Public  Analyst  for  the  Borough  of  Barry,  subject 
to  payment  of  the  usual  fees  . . .” 

The  relevant  Census  figures  remained  unpublished  during 
the  Year. 

Shops  and  Offices 

The  provisions  of  the  Shops  Acts  have  been  enforced  and 
the  inspections  made  during  the  Year  have  shown  an  improvement 
in  the  general  standard  of  hygiene. 

Smoke  Abatement 

Two  complaints  were  received  during  the  Year  as  to  the 
emission  of  black  smoke  but  no  statutory  nuisance  was  discovered 
in  either  case. 


HOUSING  STATISTICS,  1953 
1. — Inspection  of  Dwelling  Houses  during  the  Year 

( 1 ) (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  for 

housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing 

Acts)  ...  

( b ) Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ... 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (included  under  sub- 

head (1)  above)  which  were  inspected  and 
recorded  under  the  Housing  Consolidated 

Regulations,  1 925  

( H ) Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ... 


694 

3,064 


36 


(3)  •lumber  of  . dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in  a state 
w so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit 

for  human  habitation  ...  ...  4 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (exclusive  of  those 

referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found 
not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human 

habitation  ...  ...  ...  581 


2.  — Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  Year  without  Service  of  Formal 

Notices 

Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses  rendered 
fit  in  consequence  of  informal  action  by  the 
Local  Authority  or  their  Officers  636 

3.  — Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  Year 

A.  Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10  and  16  of  the 

Housing  Act,  1936 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  ...  ...  16 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were  rendered  fit 

after  service  of  formal  notices:  — 

(a)  By  Owners  ...  ...  ...  9 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  7 

B.  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts 

( 1 ) Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be 
remedied  ...  ...  ...  

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  which  defects  were 

remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices: 

(a)  By  Owners  ...  

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  — 

C.  Proceedings  under  Sections  1 1 and  1 3 of  the 

Housing  Act,  1936 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolit'on  Orders  were  made  ...  ...  2 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  in  pursuance 

of  Demolition  Orders  i 
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D.  Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing  £ 
Act,  1936 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
made  — 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
determined,  the  tenement  or  room  having  been 
rendered  fit  ...  — 

LEGAL  PROCEEDINGS 

One  case  of  legal  proceedings  was  taken  during  the  Year. 
A property  owner  failed  supply  information  as  required  under 
the  provisions  of  Section  168.  Housing  Act,  1936,  and  was  fined  £L 

DISINFECTION 

During  the  Year,  66  houses  were  disinfected,  also  a large 
quantity  of  bedding  and  clothing  at  the  Steam  Disinfector. 
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j^\N  outbreak  of  food  poisoning  due  to 

" SALMONELLA  TY PHI-MU R1UM  WITH  OSERVA- 

TIONS  ON  THE  DURATION  OF  INFECTION 

By  Mary  Lennox,  R.  W.  S.  Harvey  & Scott  Thomson 

The  Public  Health  Department,  Barry,  and  the 
Public  Health  Laboratory,  Cardiff 

The  Outbreak 

In  a school  with  250  pupils  all  under  the  age  of  10,  64 
suffered  from  diarrhoea  and  abdominal  pain.  The  victims 
sickened  on  5th  and  6th  February,  but  it  was  not  until  12th 
February  that  the  first  cases  (bacteriologically  confirmed)  were 
notified  to  the  Health  Authority.  All  the  notified  cases  were 
between  the  ages  of  6 and  9 years  and  attended  the  same  school. 
Older  children,  who  attended  other  schools,  were  not  affected. 

The  only  common  article  of  food  was  school  milk,  and  the 
school  concerned  was  the  only  one  to  receive  its  supply  from  a 
farm  which  supplied  only  three  households  apart  from  the  school. 
The  milk  (T.T.  unpasteurized)  was  bottled  at  the  farm.  The 
farmer,  his  wife  and  two  children  were  found  to  be  excreting 
Salm.  typhi-murium  in  their  faeces  yet  none  of  them  gave  a 
history  of  recent  illness. 

a.  sewer  swab  (Moore,  1948),  taken  from  the  drain  of  the 
byre  in  the  farm,  yielded  a culture  of  Salm.  typhi-murium  of  the 
same  phage  type  as  those  isolated  from  the  farmer’s  family  and 
the  pupils  of  the  school.  Samples  of  faeces  from  the  cows  were 
examined  but  found  negative. 

It  appeared  established  beyond  all  reasonable  doubt  that  the 
milk  had  been  infected  at  the  farm  before  it  was  bottled.  It  might 
have  been  infected  by  the  farmer  or  from  some  other  source  of 
infection  in  the  byre.  The  latter  alternative  would  imply  that 
the  farmer  and  his  family  were  infected  from  the  milk. 

Arrangements  were  made  to  collect  specimens  of  faeces  from 
the  64  children  who  had  suffered  from  diarrhoea.  The  specimens 
were  examined  on  18th  February  (the  school  had  been  closed  for 
a short  vacation  from  12th  to  17th  February)  and  56  out  of  the 
64  were  found  positive.  Arrangements  were  made  to  collect 
specimens  of  faeces  from  the  remaining  191  children  who  had  no 
symptoms,  and  24  were  found  positive.  These  specimens  were 
examined  on  24th  February. 

One  schoolmistress  out  of  a staff  of  ten  was  positive  and 
mMkWaS  thC  °nIy  member  of  the  staff  who  drank  the  suspected 

In  the  households  of  the  affected  children  were  28  secondary 
cases  which  were  not  included  in  the  following  analysis  of  the 
duration  of  infection. 
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Duration  of  Infection  £ 

There  are  many  articles  describing  the  duration  of  infection 
in  infectious  diseases,  and  George,  Harvey  & Thomson  (1953) 
have  emphasised  the  importance,  if  errors  are  to  be  avoided,  of 
assembling  the  population  to  be  studied  early  in  the  illness.  Cases 
diagnosed  later  cannot  be  admitted  to  the  population  without 
compensating  adjustments,  as  each  case  diagnosed  late  represents 
more  than  one  case  that  fell  ill.  This  would  appear  to  be 
particularly  important  in  food  poisoning  by  Salm.  typhi-murium, 
as  the  clearance  rate  is  said  to  be  between  40  and  50  per  cent 
per  week  (Kwantes,  1953  ; Mosher,  Wheeler,  Chant  & Hardy, 
1941).  It  is  equally  important  not  to  reject  cases  for  which 
laboratory  records  may  be  incomplete.  It  often  happens  that 
many  patients  refuse  to  co-operate,  and  after  a series  of  positive 
results  are  never  shown  negative  by  laboratory  tests.  These  cases 
must  be  kept  in  the  population  for  as  long  as  they  are  known  to 
be  positive.  To  reject  them  for  all  the  calculations  has  the  effect 
of  increasing  the  clearance  rates.  The  errors  that  may  arise  by 
assembling  the  population  slowly  on  the  one  hand,  and  jett'soning 
cases  on  the  other  hand,  can  be  avoided  if  the  clearance  rates 
are  calculated  only  on  the  cases  known  to  be  positive  at  the  unit 
of  time  under  consideration.  If  the  clearance  rates  are  calculated 
in  this  way,  and  the  results  finally  expressed  in  the  form  of  a 
declining  population  beginning  with  100  per  cent  at  week  1,  the 
procedure  is  the  same  as  that  used  to  compile  a life  table. 

The  outbreak  reported  here,  however,  presented  very 
favourable  conditions  for  an  analysis  of  the  duration  of  infection 


for  four  reasons : — 

(1)  All  those  who  had  fallen  ill  were  known. 

(2)  The  total  population  at  risk  was  known. 

(3)  It  was  possible  to  follow  all  those  found  positive  and 
none  were  jettisoned  from  the  survey. 

(4)  Only  a handful  of  cases  had  been  given  chloramphenicol 
or  any  other  chemotherapeutic  drug. 

The  pupils  who  fell  ill  recovered  quickly,  and  few  had 
symptoms  lastmg  more  than  a day  or  two.  On  18th  February, 
at  the  end  of  the  2nd  week  after  the  onset  of  illness,  56  out  of 
the  64  who  sickened  were  still  excreting  Salm.  typhi-murium. 
Thus,  even  although  the  eight  found  negative  at  this  time  had 
indeed  suffered  from  salmonella  food  poisoning,  it  was  already 
established  that  the  clearance  rate  was  much  lower  than  that 
recorded  by  previous  workers.  It  was  decided  to  accept  the  eight 
found  negative  as  cases  wh'ch  had  cleared  themselves  of  infection 
between  5th  and  18th  February.  There  was  thus  a population  of 
b4  positive  at  the  beginning  of  the  1st  week  after  onset  of  illness 
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log  of  number  remaining  positive 


of  ^om  56  remained  positive  at  the  end  of  the  2nd  week.  The 
population  still  positive  at  the  beginning  of  the  2nd  week  was 
not  known  precisely  but  lay  between  56  and  64. 

Arrangements  were  made  to  collect  samples  of  faeces  twice 
a week  from  every  child  found  positive  until  a series  of  negative 
results  showed  them  to  be  free  from  infection.  As  these 
specimens  were  most  faithfully  collected  the  analyses  were  not 
complicated  by  adjustments  necessary  when  there  is  an  interval 
between  the  last  recorded  positive  and  the  first  of  a series  of 
negatives.  Of  the  64  who  fell  ill  the  numbers  remaining  positive 
at  successive  periods  of  half  a week  were  64,  (56-64),  (56-64), 
56,  55,  50,  35,  27,  20,  11,  8,  5,  3,  2,  2,  2,  2,  2,  2,  2,  1, 
1,  1,  1,  1,  1,  l,  1,  1,  1,  1,  1,  1,  1,  0. 


Tig.  1 

For  three  weeks  the  population  of  excreters  fell  slowly.  It 
then  declined  rapidly  and  logarithmically  until  at  the  beginning 
of  the  7th  week  only  two  remained.  These  two  eventually  became 
negative,  one  in  the  10th  week  and  the  other  in  the  18th  week. 
The  result  is  shown  graphically  in  Fig.  1,  where  the  logarithms 
of  the  numbers  remaining  positive  are  plotted  against  time.  The 
curve  is  of  the  same  kind  as  that  found  by  George  et  al  (1953)  for 
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paratyphoid  fever,  and  the  curve  for  the  latter  is  reproduce  in 
Fig.  1.  The  curve  for  paratyphoid  fever  is  shown  from  theTird 
week  only  for  reasons  given  in  the  original  paper. 

Although  a curve  with  a very  definite  shape  could  be  drawn 
through  the  plotted  points  it  would  be  unwise  in  our  opinion  to 
draw  too  precise  conclusions.  We  believe  it  is  sufficient  to 
conclude  that  the  rate  of  clearance  is  low  for  a period  ; it  then 
increases  and  is  remarkably  constant  until  there  remain  only  the 
few  patients  who  remain  positive  for  a comparatively  long  time. 

There  were  24  children  who  had  no  symptoms  yet  were  found 
positive  on  24th  February,  i.e.,  at  the  end  of  the  3rd  week  after 
the  onset  of  the  outbreak.  Specimens  from  these  children  were 
not  collected  regularly  enough  to  justify  an  analysis  at  half-weekly 
intervals,  but  the  numbers  remaining  positive  at  successive  weeks 
were  (beginning  with  a population  of  24  at  the  end  of  the  3rd 
week)  24,  13,  5,  5,  2,  1,  1,  1,  1,  1,  0. 

From  the  time  the  identified  symptomless  excreters  were 
brought  into  the  population  (end  of  3rd  week)  they  cleared  at 
the  same  rate  as  did  those  who  sickened.  There  was  no  initial 
lag  in  the  clearance  rate,  but  had  the  symptomless  excreters  been 
identified  earlier  there  might  have  been.  This,  however,  is 
conjecture,  and  it  shows  the  errors  wh'ch  may  arise  when  the 
decline  of  the  population  remaining  positive  is  considered  without 
regard  to  the  time  which  has  already  elapsed  between  infection 
and  identification. 

Conclusions 

1.  Unpasteurized  T.T.  milk  was  the  vehicle  of  infection  of 
an  outbreak  of  food-poisoning  (Salm.  ty phi- murium)  in  a school. 

2.  The  rate  of  clearance  from  infection  was  comparatively 
low  for  three  weeks.  Thereafter  it  greatly  increased  and  was 
remarkably  constant  until  there  remained  only  two  patients  who 
excreted  Salm.  typhi-murium  for  a comparatively  long  time. 

We  owe  our  thanks  to  Dr.  G.  McKim  Thomas,  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  of  Cardiff  Rural  District  Council,  who  inspected 
the  farm  and  submitted  the  necessary  samples  for  examination. 

The  phage  type  of  the  strain  of  Salm.  typhi-murium  was 
determined  by  the  Central  Enteric  Reference  Laboratory  of  the 
Public  Health  Laboratory  Service. 
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PORT  HEALTH 
SECTION 


BARRY  PORT  HEALTH  AUTHORITY 

Constitution  of  Port  Health  Authority 

The  Port  Health  Authority  was  constituted  by  an  Order  of 
the  Local  Government  Board,  dated  27th  July,  1893,  and  an 
amending  Order,  dated  27th  April,  1938,  of  the  Ministry  of 
Health  made  under  Sections  3,  9 and  314  of  the  Public  Health 
Act,  1936. 

The  Port  Health  Authority  is  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and 
Burgesses  of  the  Borough  of  Barry,  acting  by  the  Council. 

Limits  of  Jurisdiction 

During  the  Year  there  was  no  change  in  the  Authority’s 
limits  pf  jurisdiction.  The  contributing  Riparian  Authorities  are 
the  Cardiff  Rural  District  Council  and  the  Cowbridge  Rural 
District  Council. 


In  the  following  Report  for  the  Year  1953,  in  accordance 
with  tlie  instructions  of  Form  Port  20,  Sections  I,  V,  VI,  VIII, 
XIV  and  XVI  are  not  repeated  in  full. 

SECTION  I — Staff 
No  change. 

SECTION  II  — Amount  of  shipping  entering  the  district 

during  the  year 

TABLE  B 


Ships  from 

Number 

Tonnage 

Foreign  Ports 

119 

171,777 

Coastwise 

2,252 

1,304,047 

TOTAL 

2.371 

L475.824 

Number  Inspected 

Number  of 
ships  reported 
as  having,  or 
having  had 
during  the 
voyage,  infec- 
tious disease 
on  board 

By  the 

Medical  Officer 
of  Health 

By  the 
Sanitary 
Inspector 

24 

110 



4 

1.173 

1 

28 

1,283 

1 

Observations 

The  total  tonnage  entering  the  Port  shows  a 17  per  cent 
decrease  on  that  of  the  previous  Year. 

Present-day  figures  are  less  than  half  the  average  for  the 
ten  years  preceding  the  last  war. 
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SECTION  III  — Character  of  shipping  and  trade 
during  the  year 


TABLE  C 

Passenger  Traffic 

Number  of  passengers  Inwards  ...  71  \ see  observations 
Number  of  passengers  Outwards  ...  89  J following 


Cargo  Traffic — 

Principal  Imports — Pitwood  and  Mining  Timber  ; 
Oil  and  Spirit ; 

Grain  and  Flour. 

Principal  Exports — Coal  and  Coke  ; 

Oil  and  Spirit. 


Principal  Ports  from  which  ships  arrive:  — 

Home  Ports 

Great  Britain  ...  ...  London  and  Bristol 

Channel  Ports 

Eire  ...  Dublin,  Cork,  Waterford 


Foreign  Ports 
Canada  ... 
Egypt  ... 
France  . . . 
Holland  ... 
Portugal  ... 
Spain 

Sweden  . . . 


Montreal 
Port  Said 

Rouen  and  various 

Rotterdam 

Lisbon 

Bilbao 

Various 


Observations  on  Table  C 

Passenger  Traffic — The  figures  produced  above  have  been 
provided  through  the  courtesy  of  Mr.  D.  Wassell,  H.M. 
Immigration  Officer,  Barry,  and  are  further  sub-divided,  viz:  — 

Passengers  Landed  Aliens  25  ; British  46 

Passengers  Embarked  ...  Aliens  39;  British  50 

The  Port  of  Barry  is  not  an  approved  port  under  the  Aliens 
Order,  1920,  and  this  fact  is  indicated  in  Section  XV. 

Cargo  Traffic  The  details  set  out  in  Table  C in  respect  of 
Cargo  Traffic  have  been  extracted  from  the  following  figures 
kindly  produced  by  the  Dock  Manager,  Barry  Docks  (Docks  and 
Inland  Waterways  Executive— South  Wales  Docks). 

As  a matter  of  comparative  interest,  the  1952  figures  are 
also  submitted. 

It  should  be  pointed  out  that  the  greater  part  of  the  export 
trade  is  coastwise  in  character. 
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IMPORTS 

1953 

]m!' 

Coal  and  Coke 

117  tons 

.‘^^ons 

Building  and  Road  Materials 

32,940  „ 

29,173 

Fruit  and  Vegetables  ... 

10  „ 

72 

Grain  and  Flour,  etc. 

106,030  „ 

95,764 

Food  and  Provisions  ... 

7 „ 

2 

Oil,  Seeds  and  Nuts  ... 

1,113 

Iron  Ore 

306  „ 



Oil  and  Spirit  ... 

86,924  „ 

140,089 

Iron  & Steel  Goods  (including  Scrap) 

11,071  „ 

72 

Pitwood  and  Mining  Timber 

76,376  „ 

147,416 

Other  Timber  ... 

1,762  „ 

— 

Chemicals  and  Chemical  Fertilizers 

653  „ 

3,584 

General  Cargo 

19,047  „ 

10,564 

99 

Total  Imports 

335,843  tons 

433,884  tons 

EXPORTS 

1953 

1952 

Coal  and  Coke 

2,235,688  tons 

2,628,753  1 

tons 

Building  and  Road  Materials 

3,225  „ 

7,433 

99 

Processed  Food  and  Drink  .. 

8,533  „ 

16,114 

99 

Grain  and  Flour 

17,630  „ 

10.275 

99 

Chemicals  and  Chemical  Fertilizers 

67  „ 

206 

99 

Machinery 

203  „ 

20 

99 

Vehicles  and  Vehicle  Parts  ... 

— 

37 

99 

Tinplates 

126  „ 

169 

J> 

Iron  and  Steel  Goods 

392  „ 

553 

99 

Oil  and  Spirit 

86,151  ,. 

79,170 

99 

Other  Commodities  ... 

13,047  „ 

17,518 

” 

Total  Exports 

2,365,062  tons 

2,760,248 

tons 

1953 

1952 

Total  Imports  and  Exports 

2,700,905  tons 

3,194,132 

tons 

SECTION  IV  — Inland  barge  traffic 

Not  applicable  to  the  Port  of  Barry. 


SECTION  V — Water  Supply 
No  change. 


The  following  Table  shows  the  number  of  samples  taken 
during  the  Year  and  the  bacteriological  results  obtained : — 


SOURCE 

Number  Of  Samples 

Satisfactory 

Vessels 

Dockside 

18 

12 

18 

12 

SECTION  VI  — Public  Health  (Ships)  Regulations,  1952 

No  changes  have  occurred  in  the  arrangements  under  these 
Regulations  except  those  relating  to  Article  18  (Boarding  of 
Vessels). 
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louring  the  Year,  notice  boards  containing  the  following 
information  were  posted  in  prominent  positions  on  the  Docks. 

|—  BARRY  PORT  HEALTH  AUTHORITY 

Public  Health  (Ships)  Regulations,  1952 

BOARDING  OF  VESSELS 

Article  18  (1) 

“On  arrival  of  a ship  from  any  foreign  port  or  from  any 
infected  area  which  is  not  a foreign  port,  no  person  other  than 
a pilot,  a customs  officer,  an  immigration  officer  or  an  authorised 
officer  shall  board  or  leave  the  ship  until  it  is  free  from  control 
under  these  regulations.” 

The  maximum  penalty  for  breach  of  the  Public  Health  (Ships) 
Regulations,  1952,  is  £100. 

Information  on  these  Regulations  is  obtainable  from  the 
Port  Health  Office  or  H.M.  Customs  and  Excise  Office  at  this 
Pier  Head.  — I 

SECTION  VII— Smallpox 

(1)  Name  of  Isolation  Hospital  to  which  smallpox  cases  ore  sent 
from  the  district — 

Penrhys  Hospital,  Rhondda. 

(2)  Arrangements  for  transport  of  such  cases  to  that  hospital  by 
ambulance,  giving  the  name  v of  the  Authority  responsible 
for  the  ambulance  and  the  vaccinal  state  of  the  ambulance 
crews — 

The  responsible  Authority  for  the  ambulance  service  is 
the  Glamorgan  County  Council. 

Arrangements  have  been  made  by  this  Authority  for  the 
transport  of  all  cases  or  suspected  cases  of  smallpox  to  be  dealt 
with  by  the  County  Ambulance  Control  Station  at  Severn  Road, 
Treforest  Trading  Estate,  where  special  drivers  have  been 
selected  for  the  purpose. 

In  instances  where  the  smallpox  consultant  for  the  Area  has 
advised  removal  of  a case,  application  for  transport  would  be 
made  to  the  Ambulance  Control  Station  at  Barry,  who  would 
pass  the  request  to  Treforest  Control  for  action. 

At  the  Treforest  Station,  a supply  of  white  gowns  is  kept 
and  these  would  be  issued  to  the  drivers  when  called  upon  to 
convey  smallpox  cases. 

Upon  receipt  of  a call  for  transport,  the  Treforest  Control 
would  detail  the  vehicle  and  driver  to  be  used  and  he  would 
then  proceed  to  Penrhys  Hospital,  Rhondda,  where  a nurse  and 
necessary  equipment  would  be  picked  up.  The  case  would  then- 
be  collected  and  taken  to  hospital. 


47 


The  vehicle  would  be  disinfected  at  the  hospital  and,  t«ther 
with  the  driver,  retained  at  the  hospital  as  long  as  conMered 
necessary.  The  driver  would  be  re-vaccinated  immediately  after 
conveying  the  patient  to  the  hospital. 

<3)  Names  of  smallpox  consultants  available — 

Dr.  G.  Ernrys  Harries 

Medical  Superintendent 
City  Isolation  Hospital 
Cardiff 

(Tel.  No.  Cardiff  21466) 

(Private  Address  and  Tel.  No. — Same) 

Dr.  G.  F.  James  Thomas 

Deputy  Medical  Superintendent 
St.  David’s  Hospital 
Cardiff 

(Tel.  Nos.  Cardiff  20441  and  20478) 

Private  Address,  etc. 

“ The  Leas  ” 

Highfields, 

Llandaff 

Cardiff 

(Tel.  No.  Llandaff  679) 

<4)  Facilities  for  laboratory  diagnosis  of  smallpox 

The  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service  at  Cardiff  is 
available  for  the  diagnosis  of  any  suspected  case. 

SECTION  VIII — Venereal  Disease 

During  the  Year  there  has  been  no  change  in  the  arrangements 
for  dealing  with  Venereal  Disease  and  the  following  details  of 
attendances  at  the  Barry  Clinic  have  been  kind'.y  provided  by 
Dr.  P.  Simon,  Medical  Officer  i/c. 


Seamen  treated  at  Barry  Venereal  Diseases  Clinic — 1953 


Syphilis 

Soft 

Chancre 

Gonorrhoea 

Non- 

Gonococcal 

Urethritis 

Non- 

Venereal 

Total* 

Cases 

Total 

11 

7 

14 

26 

179 

237 

New  

5 

6 

7 

24 

128 

170 

Attendances 
Total 

103 

39 

97 

107 

209 

555 

New  

87 

27 

73 

88 

184 

459 
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OeCTION  IX  — Cases  of  notifiable  and  other  infectious 

diseases  on  ships 

TABLE  D 


Category 

Disease 

Number  Of  Cases 
During  The  Year 

Passengers  Crew 

Number 
Of  Ships 
Concerned 

Cases  landed  from  ships 
from  foreign  ports 

— 

— 

— 

Cases  which  have 
occurred  on  ships  from 
foreign  ports  but  have 
been  disposed  of  before 
arrival  

Cases  landed  from  other 
ships  

Tuber- 

culosis 

— 

.1 

1 

SECTION  X — Observations  on  the  occurrence  of 
malaria  in  ships 

No  cases  were  reported  on  ships  entering  the  Port  during 
the  Year. 

SECTION  XI  — Measures  taken  against  ships  infected 
with  or  suspected  for  plague 

During  the  Year  no  “infected”  or  “suspected”  ships 
arrived  in  the  Port. 

Vessels  arriving  from  plague  infected  ports  or  suspected 
areas  are  inspected  on  arrival  by  the  Port  Medical  Officer  and 
Port  Health  Inspector.  Such  vessels  are  thoroughly  searched  for 
rat  evidence  and  rats  caught  or  found  dead  are  submitted  to  the 
Public  Health  Laboratory  for  bacteriological  examination. 

SECTION  XII  — Measures  against  rodents  in  ships 
from  foreign  ports 

0)  Procedure  for  inspection  of  ships  for  rats 

Vessels  are  inspected  by  a Port  Health  Inspector  as  soon  as 
possible  after  docking.  Deratting  or  Deratting  Exemption 
Certificates  are  inspected  and  an  overall  inspection  for  rat  traces 
rnade  of  the  ship.  If  evidence  of  rats  is  found  during  the  validity 
of  a Certificate  held  on  board,  the  owners  are  advised  to  undertake 
umigation.  In  the  majority  of  cases,  the  ready  co-operation  of 
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■owners  in  this  matter  is  obtained.  However,  should  indices 
arise  where  such  co-operation  was  not  forthcoming,  every  effort 
would  be  made  to  control  and  reduce  the  rat  population  on 
board.  Trapping  and  poisoning  would  be  employed  as  methods 
of  elimination  and  the  use  of  rat-guards,  painted  and  lighted 
gangways,  etc.,  to  prevent  egress  of  the  rodents  ashore. 

In  cases  where  rat  indications  are  found  and  the  Certificate 
is  not  valid,  fumigation  is  enforced. 

(2)  Arrangements  for  the  bacteriological  or  pathological  exam- 
ination of  rodents,  with  special  reference  to  rodent  plague, 
including  the  number  of  rodents  sent  for  examination  during 
the  year. 

These  examinations  are  carried  out  by  the  Public  Health 
Laboratory  Service  (directed  by  the  Medical  Research  Council 
for  the  Ministry  of  Health),  The  Parade,  Cardiff. 

14  rats  from  ships  and  3 from  the  Dock  Area  were  sent  to 
the  Laboratory  for  examination  and  none  were  found  to  be 
infected  with  rodent  plague. 

(3)  Arrangements  in  the  district  for  deratting  ships,  the  methods 
used,  and,  if  done  by  a commercial  contractor,  the  name  of 
the  contractor. 

Two  methods  of  deratting  ships  were  used  during  the  Year, 
(a)  Fumigation  by  Hydrogen  Cyanide,  and  (b)  Poisoning. 

(a)  Fumigation  of  vessels  in  the  district  is  undertaken  by 
commercial  contractors.  Notification  is  received  from  the 
contractors  as  to  the  date  and  time  when  fumigation  will  take 
place  ; a Port  Health  Inspector  attends  the  fumigation  and  ensures 
that  everything  done  is  in  strict  compliance  with  the  Hydrogen 
Cyanide  (Fumigation  of  Ships)  Regulations,  1951,  which  became 
operative  on  the  1st  February,  1952. 

The  contractors  who  carried  out  fumigation  of  vessels  during 
the  Year  were  as  follows: 

1.  Chas.  H.  Brister,  37,  Denbigh  Road,  Newport,  Mon. 

2.  Western  Scaling  & Painting  Co.,  1 Stuart  Street,  Cardiff. 

(b)  Poisoning  is  carried  out  by  the  Port  Health  Authority’s 
Rodent  Operator. 

(4)  Progress  in  the  rat-proofing  of  ships 

Modern  vessels  are  designed  to  provide  an  almost  complete 
measure  of  rat-proofing  and  there  is  steady  improvement  in  the 
older  vessels. 
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(S  TABLE  E 

Rodents  destroyed  during  the  year  in  ships  from  foreign  ports 


Category 

Number 

Black  rats  

51 

Brown  rats  

— 

Species  not  known  ... 

— 

Sent  for  examination  ... 

14 

Infected  with  plague  ... 

• ' 

TABLE  F 

Deratting  Certificates  and  Deratting  Exemption  Certificates 
issued  during  the  year  for  ships  from  foreign  ports 


No.  of  Deratting  Certificates  Issued 

After  fumigation  with 

No.  of 
Deratting 
Exemption 

Total 

Certifi- 

cates 

HCN 

Other 

fumigant 

(State  method^ 

After 

Trapping 

After 

Poisoning 

* 

Total. 

Certificates 

Issued 

Issued 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

4 

— 

— 

— 

4 

71 

75 

* State  poisons  used  and  number  of  Certificates  issued  after  each  poison. 


SECTION  XIII  — Inspection  of  ships  for  nuisances 
TABLE  G 


Inspections  and  Notices 


Nature  & Number 

Of  Inspections 

' 

Notices 

Served 

Result  Of 
Serving  Notices 

Statutory 

Other 

Defects  of  original 

construction  

Nil 

7 

2 complied  with 

Structural  defects 

through  wear  & tear 

1 1 

Nil 

144 

139  complied  with 

Dirt  and  other  con- 

ditions  prejudicial  to 

health  

Nil 

167 

167  complied  with 

Verminous  conditions 

. 

Nil 

22 

22  complied  with 

Total 

1283 

Nil 

340 

330  complied  with 
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SECTION  XIV  — Public  Health  (Shell-Fish)  Regulation# 

1934  and  1948  W 

No  change. 

SECTION  XV  — Medical  Inspection  of  Aliens  (applicable  only 
to  ports  approved  for  the  landing  of  aliens) 

Barry  is  not  an  approved  port  for  this  purpose. 

SECTION  XVI  — Miscellaneous 

Arrangements  for  the  burial  on  shore  of  persons  who  have  died 
on  board  ship  from  infectious  disease 

No  change. 

OTHER  MATTERS 

Rodent  Control 

(a)  Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  (Application  to  Shipping) 
Order,  1951 

During  the  Year,  135  Rodent  Control  Certificates  were  issued 
under  this  Order. 

(b)  Rats  Destroyed — In  Docks,  Quays,  Wharves  and  Ware- 
houses 

Black  Brown 

By  Rodent  Operator  employed  by  Docks  and 
Inland  Waterways  Executive  (South 

Wales  Docks)  2 36 

*By  Port  Health  Authority’s  Rodent  Operator  37  — 

*Of  these,  3 were  sent  for  bacteriological  examination. 

All  were  reported  free  from  infection. 

FOOD  INSPECTION 

1.  Food  and  Drugs  Acts,  1938  and  1944 

The  Public  Health  (Imported  Food)  Regulations,  1937 
AND  1948 

During  the  Year,  the  Cold  Stores  were  regularly  inspected 
and  close  contact  maintained  with  the  Flour  Mills.  Several 
requests  were  also  received  for  the  examination  of  items  of  ships' 
stores. 

The  following  list  shows  details  of  foodstuffs  condemned 
during  the  year  by  the  Chief  Port  Health  Inspector.  In  several 
instances,  the  foodstuffs  concerned,  although  unfit  for  human 
consumption,  were  found  to  be  suitable  for  animal  feeding 
purposes. 
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2. 


Apricots  (Dried) 
Bacon 
Barley 

Beans  

Currants 

Curry  Powder 
Flour 
Macaroni 
Meat 

Mincemeat 

Oats 

Peas 

Pickles  (Mixed)  ... 

Rice  

Spice  (Mixed) 
Sultanas  ... 
Vegetables  (Mixed) 
Vermicelli 

The 


37  lbs. 

81  lbs. 

55  lbs. 

..  22  x 2 lb.  Tins 
20  lbs. 

. 2 x 1 lb.  Tins 

...  4074  lbs. 

20  lbs. 

119  lbs. 

..  13  x 1 lb.  Jars 
192  lbs. 

152  lbs. 

50  x 20  oz.  Jars 
...  4542  lbs. 

..  16  x 1 lb.  Tins 
20  lbs. 

18  x 28  oz.  Tins 
10  lbs. 

etc.,  in  Food) 


Public  Health  (Preservatives, 
Regulations,  1925  to  1948 


The  Public  Health  (Imported  Milk)  Regulations,  1926 
No  action  was  taken  under  these  Regulations  during  the  Year. 


Factories  and  Workshops 

Frequent  inspections  of  the  sanitary  conveniences  were 
made  during  the  Year.  All  nuisances  have  been  reported  upon 
and  the  remedial  work  carried  out.  The  conditions  from  a public 
health  point  of  view  are  satisfactory. 

Sanitary  Conveniences  on  Dockside 

These  are  adequate  and  maintained  in  a satisfactory 
condition. 


Foreign  Animals  Orders,  1910-1919 

These  Orders  prohibit  the  importation  of  animals  into  British 
home  ports,  scheduled  ports  and  countries,  and  also  provide  for 
the  d:sinfection  and  cleansing  of  vessels  on  which  animals  irre 
carried. 

26  dogs  and  23  cats  were  brought  to  the  Port  during  the 
Year,  and  remained  on  board. 

Dangerous  Drugs  (No.  3)  Regulations,  1923 

One  certificate  was  issued  under  these  Regulations  during 
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Conclusion 


I should  like  to  express  my  sincere  thanks  to  the  Membc.s 
of  the  Corporation  for  their  continued  support  and  consideration 
and  to  the  Staffs  of  the  Public  Health  and  Port  Health  Depart- 
ments for  the  efficient  and  loyal  service  rendered  by  them  during 
the  Year  under  review. 


1 would  record  my  appreciation  of  the  co-operation  shown 
by  ali  the  health  and  social  service  authorities  operating  in  the 
Borough. 

My  thanks  are  also  tendered  to  the  Officers  of  H.M. 
Customs,  the  Officers  of  the  Docks  and  Inland  Waterways 
Executive,  the  Harbour  Master  and  Pilots  for  the  manner  in  which 
they  have  so  readilv  assisted  in  the  maintenance  of  Public  Health 
and  prevention  of  disease  in  the  Port. 

I am. 

Your  oded'ent  servant, 

MARY  LENNOX, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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